GOODWIN'S WEEKLY
Can Man Discover the Future?

Prom Onrvent Oplnion,

In wa Hominating ossay, flest rend
bofproe the Hoyrl Institution of Lone
don und now publlshed in this county
(“The Discovery of the Foature," pub-
Nehed by B, W, Haubsohi, T, G. Wells
eonnlders the guestion how far our
present gnorance of the futare 18 jus-
tfinkide, a fixed and pecckmry cobdi-
tiom of human |ife I man ny we
Know him fBnnl?  And what g o
oome ofter moan? Would not  some
knowledge of the future greatly bhene-
fit. humun Nfe todny and oo lien e
our progross townrd o higher culturse?
Mr. Weolln 14 so possesiid by the [as-
claatlons of hiw subjeet thiat he forgots
for the WWme bhelng hils psual complexl-
tles nnd gives a cloar, bricf slatement
of WY wonderfol and startling thought.

He Belleves that along certaln lines
and with cermaln quaiifications and
Hmitations, o working Knowlodge of
thoe future I humanly posaihle wWe
overegstimute, he aays, pur cortainty
regnrdiog the past, and onderastimate
the cortslnties of the fultuve, The
knonwiedge of the past possessed by
the educitad mun of today I8 not wll
of the sime Rind, and it s derived
Pram thves different sources, persons!

nory. recorded history and mofern
"

nwminlng these sourees,
Mr. Wells writes:

"First of atl he han the renlest of
#ll kenwlodee—the Knowlodges of his
own personnl experiences, his mome.
ary. Pneduckted peopls bellove thelr
memories  alsolutely, aod most  eduo-
Ghtid peastile belleve them with 0 fow
FesurviiHone Eome of 0s ke up n
eritivi] niutude aven lowarnd our own
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mumories; we know that they not
only scaetimes drop things outl, hut
that sometimes & sort of droaming or
a strang suggestion witl put things in,
But for il that memory romiaing vivid
und renl ne mo other knowledge can
he, und to have seon and heard and
folt Is o be noarest (0 nhaoiute gon-
vietlon. Yet our memory of direct
{mpressions In oty the smullest part
of what we Kknow. COutside that bright
aren comes knowledge of o different
order—ihe knowleidgey brought us by
ther praple.  Outslde our Smmediote
personnl memory there comes Lthis
wider urod of Mets or qguas] facts old
us by more or ies worthy peope, told
aE by word of modth or hy the written
woridl of living and of dend writers
Thix ¢ the pust of repotrt, rumor, tra-
ditlon and history-—the second port of
knowletss of the past. The noarey
knowledge of this sort & abundaot
and clear and dotafled, remoter (t bao-
comos vaguer, sl more remotely In
timg and space it dies down to brief,
Imperfoot inutriptions und enlgmationl
traditionm and st lnst diew away, so Tar
us the records apd traditdons of hu-
manity ko, tuto doubt wnd darkness
ne Bank, Just as hlank, as futurity.”

To these two Hmits, Mr. Wells cone-
Lnues, the eduocated man's kKnowlslge
of the pnst wan confined, save for a
few “Inklings and puessies” until the
poKInoIng of the nineleenti celLuey,
which marked the great dlssovery ot
the Induetive pant Bofore théen, man

Wis s cortidn of the non-exbitonce of

nything befove the worlil's orealion
{@lvoii Moy kE, O nocording to ons

pdelesiustion] aulhority) ax niost of us

ara sl concoamrming ths On=eXintenoe
ol the flUiure Bue modern pelancgo,
that “‘relontiess aystematic eriticism of
phsnomanng o ghote Mr, Welld, *"Tus
i th past hundreed vears nbsolniely

destrayed the donceptlon of & fnitely

distnnt beginnicg: of thinge: her sbhol-

Ished sueh mite to e past as
tnled crention pel, nnd ndded an
ERorniains  vist o thist dJimited six-
teenth century ontlool.™ Tr hus  pros
vided us not only with o new Kind of
Kmowioday, Lot what is of [oameisi
fmpuortance, & kaowlodge obtalned iy
wonew ind of way, T moan has dis
eoveryd on Inductive post, why ean bt
ol wlbwoaver pn Indoctive futuie? Mr

Wolla insints further

“IT 1t how boen possibla for moen by
pleking out o numbor of pagEestive
T Ificant lpoking thiogs In 0w

presont, by comparing them, orifivi=ing
them, and dlscossing tham, with a4 per-
peiunl Insistence upon *Why ' whih

Oul wny gulling vl

e el e ed
In the teeth of omuhilirhod bellofs, W

congtruct this anaglae searchiizght of

Linekward nnd to attaln o o knowl-
odge. of caming things an clear; »
brlveranlly donvinelng and  Infinitely
mote Impottant (o monkind than the
clonr vislon of the past that geology
hin opencd to use during the nine-
teonth century ?'’

Granting that anything having the
same relation to the fulnre thnt man's
momory has i the . pase Js dut of the
|i|l--a1hm. Mr. Weins yel holdé 1o his
Mmith. "1 belleve, he affirms, “thnt
the time In drawine benr when it will
e pos=ibile to saggest A systemntie ex-
plomation of the Tuture, And you
must not Judge tThe prmotienbility of
this enterprise. by the failores of the
past,  Bo fnr siothing hns been it
tempted, so far no firet-chngs mind
hns oveg Lovused Huslf upon these ine
muen; but suppose the lows of socinl
nzd politlienl development, for exame-
e, were glven ax many bralns, were
BIven as mueh attention, eritleism ani
discamslon as we have given the lawns
of chenrical combination daring the
Inst 1ifty yeare, what might we not ex-
poeLy

The popualar (des of seleatifie in-
\'“"l[{ulrhw.\lr Wells goes on 1o say,
o0 veherment, aimiless collvotion of

Intkle fn-'anul of whicvh, in san noots
dentnl o

mirseiloun Wiy, cortnin
murketabhe conjuring ek —the
waoantdorsT ol o sclence"—amaerge,  The
populor conception of (dissovery i no.
cldent, Hut pelentifle men know dif-
ferentliy., They know that the ewsén-
tal (hing is the annlvels of facts, not
thelr collevtion; and thut the wim and
test, the Justifiention of welence, n
propheey,  To gquete it fength:
"Until »  seleqtfle theory yields

confident foreoasll yod Know |t 1=

-
nil and tenthtive It I« mere theur-
W, ¥ #vanescent o8 art tnlk of the

phoantams politicins bile byt The

splemdid body of

vitntionnl astron-
oy, for exuwmple et blishas (teelf
ot the cartaln foreannt of steller

1overnenis, and You would absolutely
fofume 1o

ME amnElng asser
Uiong If It were not for these sams
unerring forecastn. . ‘ And W0 I

am right ip moying that seletice alms

ar prophecy, and if the specinllst in
e el selepes I8In ot doing his ot
90w Lo prophesy within the Lmlis of
Din fleld, what I8 thers to stand

the way of m

in
rbpullding ap this grow-

Ing bwdy of

revdast Intoe an ordered
Fivtnre of the Cuturs that will e Jukt
s vertnin, and perbops just as de
tmifod the pletorg thie b

by

Lilit up within the st hoodred venrn
o Lhe goeoiogien] puase

Lntll we  bring  prophecy dawn Lo

e tfiire of mn mndg nim childron,

ArE, Wel) oy, b In Just as posdibie

ta enrey induotive Tous 1 forwatrd

e hanokwnrd Why Id 1 Koy st
manT s man, then, individually: and
vollaedIvely, s mueh ot nialeulih]e

than the other forces of nhture? A

uference lnto the remotor past, w1 P08 which entirely change
inlls, wfter all, such t extrasasant the e by Ingquiry ang
praph ! g ) ¥
snd Mopeloss (kg to Bukgent Ihad ; w et s 3
vcumpilonte wnd not Alter (e DE i e
V 0 tiiis L oMb Insiond a &
pcking lor: nparating : RARNS ST ITTRA T How far may wo ro
of for Fosails, aad by aeriticising than 14 uly hnpa throukgh sclentif)e snils
us persigtently and thorougnly ne (Hs s 10l var our futore®™ Moch fae
gealoglenl record has been oritlelsod, ther, In Mr, Welld' spinlen. thin o
it muy be possible (o throw o soarch f Presdh i 1t el o tdmilg
Heht of Inferenoe forward nstend of O TR he e “that the
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lihornte diroction of histortral nnd so-
o wtidy toward the fulute and an
neréauiing reloroenes:, deliberats wnd

VITHLSMOUN Toleramidy s the future
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